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Statement on Freedom of Speech and
Artistic Expression
Thank you for attending this program . T he University or Michigan strives to create a
truly open foru m, one in which diverse opinions can be expressed and heard.
It is the right of the members of the University commu ni ty, speakers, artists, and other
invited guests to express their views and opinions at the University. We will protect the
right of individuals to speak or perform, and the rights of those members of the University community who wish to hear and commun icate with an invited speaker or artist.
Protesters also have a right to express their opposition to a speaker in app ropriate ways,
both within the confines of this building and outside the facility. However, protesters
must not interfere unduly with communication between a speaker or artist and members of the audience.
If the hosts of this event or University representatives believe that protesters arc
interfering unduly with a speaker or performer's freedom of expression, those protesters
will be warned. If the warnings are not heeded and the interference continues, then the
individuals responsible may be removed from the building.
We reaffirm these policies in order to most fully protect the rights of free expression for
speakers, and protesters alike, as set forth by our Civil Liberties Board, in our Student
Handbook, and in accordance with the Standard Practice Guide; l\egents' Ordinance
Article XII, Section I; and slate statutes.

Charles B. Smith, M.D., Ph.D.
December 23, 1936 -August 25, 2106

D

r. Charles B. (Tad) Smith, Professor of

Pharmacology and of Nursing, was engaged and
committed to important endeavors, especially teaching
and mentoring, faculty governance and his family.
His life was in service of those ideals.
The Academic Freedom Lecture Fund
(AFLF) and the University of Michigan lost a most
dedicated and unwavering supporter with his passing.
Tad, a generous scholar and a master chef, was full
of the joy of helping others. He was a founding
member of the AFLF and had a quiet hand in
essentially every aspect of its operations from the
beginning. This lecture is dedicated in his honor.

RESOLUTION
University of Michigan Senate Assembly Resolution
Adopted November 19, 1990

T

he faculty of the University of Michigan affirms that academic and intellectual
freedom are fundamental values for a university in a free society. They form
the foundation of the rights of free inquiry, free expression and free dissent that are
necessary for the life of the university. The faculty recognizes that such rights are
human creations, the product of both the reasoned actions and the deep-seated
commitments of women and men. When such actions and commitments are set in
human institutions, people may secure for themselves and for others, in the present
and the future, the enjoyment of those rights.
We also recognize that these values and the rights they imply are vulnerable
to the fads, fashions, social movements and mass fears that threaten to still dissent and to censure carriers of unpopular ideas. Such was the case in 1954 when
the University of Michigan suspended three faculty members and subsequently
dismissed two of them. We deeply regret the failure of the University community
to protect the fundamental values of intellectual freedom at that time. It is to
guard against a repetition of those events and to protect the fundamental freedoms
of those who come after us that we make this resolution today. The protection of
academic and intellectual freedoms requires a constant reminder of their value
and vulnerability. To provide for that reminder, the faculty of the University of
Michigan hereby resolves to establish an Annual Senate Lecture on Academic and
on Intellectual Freedom, to be named: The University of Michigan Senate's Davis,
Markert, Nickerson Lecture on Academic and Intellectual Freedom.
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Marc Rotenberg

P

rofessor Rotenberg is President and Executive
Director of the Electronic Privacy Information
Center (EPIC) in Washington, DC. He teaches
information privacy and open government at
Georgetown Law and frequently testifies before
Congress on emerging privacy and civil liberties
issues.
He testified before the 9-11 Commission
on "Security and Liberty: Protecting Privacy,
Preventing Terrorism." He has served on several
national and international advisory panels, and
currently serves on expert panels for the National Academies of Science and
the OECD. He has authored many amicus briefs for federal and state courts.
He has been a guest on Bloomberg TV, CNN, C-SPAN, MSNBC, Fox News,
and National Public Radio, and contributes to The Economist, The New York
Times, and USA Today.
He is a founding board member and former Chair of the Public Interest
Registry, which manages the.ORG domain. He is coeditor of "Privacy in the
Modern Age: The Search for Solutions" (The New Press 2015) and (with Anita
Allen) "Privacy Law and Society" (West 2016). He is a graduate of Harvard
College and Stanford Law School, and received an LL.M. in International and
Comparative Law. He served as Counsel to Senator Patrick]. Leahy on the
Senate Judiciary Committee after graduation from law school.
He is the recipient of several awards, including the World Technology Award
in Law, the American Lawyer Award for Top Lawyers Under 45, the Norbert
Weiner Award for Social and Professional Responsibility, and the Vicennial medal
from Georgetown University for distinguished service.

H. Chandler Davis

H

Chandler Davis was well known as a
• science-fiction author in his youth.
At the same time he was a mathematics student
at Harvard, earning a Ph.D. in 1950. Then to
an instructorship at the University of Michigan,
1950-1954. Since 1962 he has been tenured at the
University of Toronto. He was Vice-President of
the American Mathematical Society ( 1991-1994).
He is also known as an editor of The Mathematical
Intelligencer ( 1986-date).
Professor Davis's scientific pursuits have taken
him on many travels to Poland during the martial law of 1982; to both the USA and
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam while those countries were at war; to China
during the Cultural Revolution; to both Israel and the occupied West Bank. Often
along with the scientific work he was able to stand up for free speech of scientists
(some of whose speech he does not at all endorse).
In 1954, while an instructor at the University of Michigan, Chandler Davis
was called to testify before the House Committee on Un-American Activities. His
fellows on the stand in Lansing were his colleagues Mark Nickerson and Clement
L. Markert, and his student friends Edward Shaffer and Myron E. Sharpe. All were
unfriendly" witnesses, refusing to confess" their political dissent. Davis, unlike
the others, based his refusal to answer only on the First Amendment, waiving his
protection under the Fifth Amendment. Thereby he deliberately invited a citation
for Contempt of Congress, so as to give him standing to argue in court that the
Committee's proceedings were unconstitutional. He got the citation, all right,
but he did not prevail in court; his appeals were exhausted in 1959 and he served
prison time in 1960. Meanwhile, he and Professor Nickerson had been dismissed
from their positions at the University. This action of the University administration
drew censure from the American Association of University Professors.
He has written about those days in 'The Purge" (A Century of Mathematics in
America, American Mathematical Society, 1989). A selection of his prose writings,
not including his mathematics but including some science-fiction is It Walks in
Beauty (ed. J. Lukin, Aqueduct Press, 2010).

Clement L. Markert

C

lement L. Markert was Professor of Biology
at Johns Hopkins University (1957-1965),
the Henry Ford II Professor of Biology and Chair
of the Department of Biology at Yale University
(1965-1986) and Distinguished University Research
Professor of Animal Science and Genetics at North
Carolina State University (1986-1993 ). His research
interests were focused on developmental genetics,
reproductive biology, and biotechnology. He was a
member of the National Academy of Sciences and
served as co-chair of the Developmental Biology
Interdisciplinary Cluster for President Ford's Biomedical Research Panel in 1975.
Professor Markert was elected to the Presidency of the American Institute of Biological Sciences, the American Society of Zoologists, the Society for Developmental
Biology, and the American Genetics Association.
Clement Markert was born on April 11, 1917, in Las Animas, Colorado. He is
the son of Edwin John (E.J.) and Sarah (Sally) Elliott Markert. E. J. worked at a
steel mill in Pueblo, Colorado as a supervisor and during the war at the ordinance
where guns were produced. Markert married Margaret Rempfer. They had three
children, Alan Ray, Robert Edwin and daughter Samantha Jean.
He began his academic career as an assistant professor of zoology at the University of Michigan in 1950 after earning his bachelor's degree from the University
of Colorado, his M.A. from the University of California at Los Angeles and his
doctorate from Johns Hopkins University. He died on October 1, 1999, in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.
In 1954 Clement Markert was called to testify before the House Un-American Activities Committee. He invoked Constitutional rights according to the
Fifth Amendment and refused to answer the Committee's questions concerning
his political associations. Consequently, he was suspended from the University
of Michigan. He was later reinstated with the support of the Faculty Senate, his
department and his college, and he eventually achieved tenure.

Mark Nickerson

M

ark Nickerson, perhaps the most eminent
pharmacologist of the twentieth century,
was a professor of pharmacology and therapeutics at McGill University. He joined the faculty at
McGill in 1967, where he chaired his department
from 1967 to 1975. He also held academic positions at the University of Manitoba, the University
of Michigan, and the University of Utah. Professor
Nickerson died on March 12, 1998, in Ottawa,
Canada, where he had moved after his retirement.
Professor Nickerson made major contributions
to the field of pharmacology, in part through his seminal research on the adrenergic
blocking drugs that are used to treat high blood pressure and other major medical
disorders. He was awarded the John Jacob Abel Award in Pharmacology in 1949
and served as president both of the Pharmacological Society of Canada and of the
American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics. He chaired
the Canadian Federation of Biological Sciences and was the author of more than
250 scientific publications.
Mark Nickerson was born on October 22, 1916, in Montevideo, Minnesota,
the eldest child of Mark Nickerson and Ada Honey. Professor Nickerson graduated
summa cum laude from Linfield College, earned his Sc.M. from Brown University,
his Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University and an M.D. from the University of Utah.
Nickerson married Elizabeth Ilene Smith (Betty). They had three children, Steven
Paul, Michael Thomas and daughter, Marki.
In 1954, Mark Nickerson was an associate professor of pharmacology at the
University of Michigan, with tenure. He was called to testify before the House
Un-American Activities Committee and chose to invoke the Fifth Amendment in
response to the Committee's questions. He was immediately suspended by the
University as a result. Professor Nickerson's reinstatement was supported by the
Faculty Senate but not by his departmental chairman or by the dean and the executive committee of the Medical School. He was subsequently dismissed from the
University despite his tenured appointment.
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The essays in this volume were originally given
as lectures in a series established in 1991 to
honor three University of Michigan faculty
members who, in 1954, refused to testify
before the House Un-American Activities
Committee and were thereafter suspended or
dismissed by the University. The contributors
reflect on the questions and challenges to academic freedom that the predicament of those
three scholars put into such sharp focus.

